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REPLY COMMENTS
O~ THE
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The Industrial Telecommunications Association, Inc. ("ITA"),

hereby respectfully sUbmits these Reply Comments responsive to

comments filed with the Commission regarding the "Report and

Recommendations of the Unlicensed PCS Ad Hoc Committee For 2 GHz

Microwave Transition and Management" ("UTAH").

1. In comments filed on June 21, 1993, ITA endorsed UTAM's

proposed approach for implementation of unlicensed PCS devices.

ITA concurred in UTAM's recommendation that an "Unlicensed PCS

Entity" be recognized under section 332 of the Communications Act

of 1934, as amended, to perform essential spectrum management and

microwave system relocation functions.
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2. ITA recognizes the validity of concerns expressed by

representatives of private operational-fixed microwave licensees

regarding the potential for interference between unlicensed PCS

devices and existing microwave operations. As discussed in various

comments, interference might occur in one of two ways:

(1) interference from unlicensed non-nomadic PCS devices to

microwave systems operating in the 1910-1930 MHz band prior to

complete band clearing; and (2) interference from unlicensed PCS

devices to microwave systems operating on frequencies immediately

adjacent to the 1910-1930 MHz band.

3. As the Commission will readily recognize, there is no

practical way to ensure that interference will never occur. There

are, however, ways to minimize and control the harmful effects of

the interference. There must, first, be an entity established with

primary responsibility for investigating and resolving interference

situations. Second, that entity must have an up-to-date and

accurate data base at its disposal to assist in identifying all

possible sources of an offending radio transmission. Third, the

entity must be diligent in pursuing the possible causes of the

interference. Fourth, the entity must be able to assess

responsibility in individual interference cases. Finally, the

entity must have the backing of the Commission to ensure that its
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findings are authoritative and enforceable.'

4. ITA believes that each of the five elements identified

above are indispensable components of any system created to manage

the unlicensed PCS/private microwave interference environment. ITA

remains convinced that UTAM's proposal for a relocation manager is

the proper approach for dealing with the interference potential.

Backed by the weight of Section 332 of the Communications Act and

granted recognition as a private frequency coordinator, UTAM's

proposed "Unlicensed PCS Entity" should be adequately equipped to

address and resolve any interference situations that may occur.

5. ITA believes that recognition of the "Unlicensed PCS

Entity" under Section 332 of the Act is critical. without the

authority conveyed by section 332, the Entity may be perceived as

lacking the "clout" sufficient to effectively mediate interference

cases. For this reason and the other reasons stated in its earlier

comments, ITA fully supports the approach outlined by UTAH in its

May 14, 1993 "Report and Recommendations".

, As UTAH noted in its proposal, existing Part 90 frequency
coordinators function in an analogous way. Under the changes
implemented in the private land mobile frequency coordination
process in 1986, the Commission gave primary responsibility for
resolution of post-licensing conflicts to the recognized
frequency coordinators. ~ Report and Order, PR Docket
No. 83-737, adopted April 3, 1986, 103 F.C.C.2d 1093, at
paragraph 26. The resolution of interference caused by
unlicensed PCS systems would work in much the same way.
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lOlBRBJ'ORB, THB PRBKISES CONSIDERED, the Industrial

Telecommunications Association, Inc. respectfully submits these

Reply Comments and urges the Federal Communications Commission to

act in accordance with the views expressed herein.

INDUSTRIAL TELECOMKUNICATIONS
ASSOCIATION, INC.

Dated: July 20, 1993

By:
Freder~ck J. Day,
Director, Governme

sP~
t Relations


